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Statement of the Problem
	 Over the years, the number of single parents has increased to about one in five households. It poses a threat to the well-being of children since it affects their self-perception and behavior (Solomon, 2018). In the U.S., for instance, the percentage of single parents rose from eight percent in 1960 to a quarter by 2010 (Solomon, 2018).  Children living with their mother only are three times more likely than those who also have their father at home to be poor or below the poverty line (). Studies show children from single-parent families do not fare well in school compared to those who live with both parents. Parental absence is the main factor that shapes children’s behavior, particularly among boys. 
	Children from single-parent homes are more likely to engage in smoking and taking drugs than children living with two parents (Carvalho& Spears, 2019). They tend to have problems adjusting to school. They are also more likely to drop out of high school, make poor grades and show low academic achievement (Sampson, 2017). Critics say the increase in single-parent homes has contributed to this because children are not properly nurtured at home. Some critics argue that the major cause of poverty and elevated crime is the lack of economic opportunities in most areas. Research is needed to understand the relationship between single parenting and poverty, drug use, and crime. 
How was this Research Conducted?
	The research problem was explored by conducting a literature review on articles that were published in reputable journals. The research includes articles published in peer-reviewed journals, scholarly articles, and books. The literature review focused on a study examining how single parenting affects children’s self-perception and behavior in different countries, especially in the U.S, Canada, Europe, and Australia (Carvalho& Spears, 2019). The goal was to determine whether there is a relationship between family structure (single-parent homes) and social problems like poverty, drug use, and crime. The analysis included the following: a review of literature done in this area; examination of research designs used to study single parenting; identification of gaps that need further exploration; focusing on relationships between family structure and social problems. The research problem was then analyzed, and conclusions were drawn from the findings of the studies discussed. 
Literature Review
	Mejía et al. (2020) record that in 2016, the U.S. experienced a drop in the number of children living with both parents from 77% to 69%. It represents a major shift since 1960, when most children lived with two married heterosexual parents. In 2018, the United States Census Bureau report indicated that over half of the children in the U.S are now born out of wedlock. It is higher among African American families with 73% (Sampson, 2017). A similar trend was observed in Canada, where there were more single-parent homes compared to two-parent homes. Historically, Canada had a healthy rate of 85% children living with married heterosexual parents until recent years when the percentage dropped significantly to 67% (Sampson, 2017). It is projected that by 2031 more than half of the Canadian children will be born out-of-wedlock and live in single-parent families. 
	Researchers agree that there is a connection between the rising incidence of single-parent homes and children living in poverty. In Canada, for instance, a study conducted by Statistic Canada between 2002 and 2010 indicates that almost half (45%) children who live with both parents are well off compared to 32% living with one parent (Sampson, 2017). The same trend was observed when the data were analyzed according to family type.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Many researchers argue that there is a significant relationship between single parenting and lack of supervision. For instance, a study in the U.K. indicated that children who live with single parents are more likely to smoke, drink alcohol, and use drugs than those living with both parents (Nisar et al., 2015). In Australia, another research conducted by UNICEF showed that children raised in single parent homes were three times more likely to be exposed to violence than those brought up by both parents. Children living in poverty are more likely to drop out of school, become teenage parents, and live in crime-prone communities. Children born out-of-wedlock are more vulnerable socially compared to children raised by both parents. Single parenting also leads to a lack of supervision which may increase the risk for delinquency among these children.
Findings and Conclusions
	The relationship between family structure (single-parent homes) and social problems like poverty, drug use, and crime is significant. Research done in the U.S has indicated that children living with single parents are four times more likely to be poor compared to those raised by both parents (Nisar et al., 2015). This trend was observed when data from Statistic Canada were analyzed according to family type. Children living with single parents were also more likely to be convicted of a crime and experience mental health problems than those brought up by both parents (Mejía et al., 2020). It shows that children who live in poverty are at risk of dropping out of school, becoming teenage parents, and living in crime-prone communities. Policy Implications: 
	Nevertheless, poverty is also a predictor of child neglect, poor health, and developmental problems (Nisar et al., 2015). Children who live in poverty are more likely to develop mental illness and experience physical changes such as growth delay, low birth weight, and malnutrition. As mentioned earlier, children living with single parents have a higher risk of being involved in social crimes than those brought up by both parents. It shows that single parenting is one of the major risk factors for social problems. Researchers have found that children brought up by both parents are less likely to experience school dropouts, teen pregnancies, and drug abuse than those raised in single-parent homes. Therefore, it can be concluded that there should be more support systems particularly aimed at providing financial aid to families with children.
Policy recommendations
	Therefore, it is recommendable that the government put in place policies to reduce poverty since it has been identified as a major risk factor for child neglect and social problems like crime, among other things. Through its National Child Benefit Program, the Canadian government provides $533 million annually, which parents can use on important items for their children. This program should be extended to include parents with one child to reduce the number of single-parent homes (Nisar et al., 2015). In this case, government programs must be properly designed and targeted at people who need them most. The Canadian government has also been providing funds for research on social problems, among other things, since 2000 when it established a secretariat for the Status of Women. 
	The government should also consider hiring more social workers to improve access to mental health services, especially in remote communities with low population density. Policies should also be put in place to ensure the improvement of school performance. The government should encourage schools, teachers, and parents to work together for the sake of their children (Carvalho& Spears, 2019). They will improve their communication skills which are very important for their future. On the other hand, teachers should encourage parents to volunteer in schools to get an opportunity to see what actually goes on at school.
	The government should also focus more on providing support services, including counseling and parenting classes to empower single parents, particularly mothers who have no say in decision-making within families. This way, they will be able to make informed decisions, especially concerning their children.
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